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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Ann M. Agosti on January 6, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Cancel claims 18-21. 



2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art of record fails to teach a system of patterning a substrate 
comprising a high power laser, beam homogenizer and phase mask, the laser, beam 
homogenizer and phase mask positioned for ablating openings having slopes less than 
or equal to 0.25 degrees and extending completely through an anti-scatter x-ray grid 
substrate having a thickness ranging from 0.3 to 1.5 millimeters. The closest prior art, 
Lambda Physik, teaches a 20-75° range and therefore fails to teach a system capable 
of being positioned for ablating openings having slopes less than or equal to 0.25 
degrees. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
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accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Emmanuel S. Luk whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1 134. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 7 to 4 and 
alternate Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wanda L Walker can be reached on (571 ) 272-1 1 51 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
872-9306. 

W. L. WALKER 
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